14.1 Examples



Name ________________________________________

Circle or list the population in each:

1.  Ms. Phillips tells you that the class average on the last test was 81%.

2.  Over 67% of the registered voters who heard the president's State of the Union speech approved of it.

3.  With 2 percent of the votes counted, ABC News projects that Jesse Ventura will be the next governor of Minnesota.

4.  The Long Bright light bulb will last 2 years.

5.  The number of leatherback turtles has decreased by 8 percent during the last 10 years.

Determine if the data is from a population or a sample.

1.  According to a poll taken last week by a radio talk show host, 63% of U.S. citizens support a stronger military presence in central Europe.

2.  A college reports that the average grade point average (GPA) for students attending last trimester was 2.3.

3.  The average length of a stay in a local hospital last year is 3.4 days.

4.  Easy Ride radial tires last for more than 60,000 miles.

5.  A physician draws blood from your arm to measure your cholesterol level.

Which Bias do each of the following fit? (Selection or Leading Question or None)

Leading question is a bias that occurs in a survey because of the way the question is worded.  Selection bias is if we choose the sample so that it favors a certain group within the population.

1.  On a table in the current library, they will place questionnaires that may be filled out and deposited in a box.  After one month he results will be tabulated.

2.  In light of Mayor Smith's recent arrest on morals charges, do you feel that he is doing a good, average or poor job as mayor?

3.  Who do you feel is more responsible for the deterioration of city services, the mayor or the Republican dominated city council.

4.  Workers take the first 30 cell phones off an assembly line and test them for reliability.

5.  The instructor of a leadership workshop asks each participant to fill out a survey evaluating the instructor's performance.

6.  Do you feel that too much taxpayer money is spent on pet projects of members of Congress?

